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STEPHENS INC. HIRES KEN WASIK
Consumer Products Banker Hails From Jefferies
(New York, NY; March 16, 2009)  Stephens Inc., a full-service investment banking and brokerage firm headquartered in Little Rock, Arkansas, has hired Kenneth A. Wasik as a Managing Director in Corporate Finance.  Serving in the New York office, Mr. Wasik will work as a senior banker focused on the consumer sector responsible for originating underwriting and M&A advisory business.   
“Many investment banks are retrenching and refocusing their business models,” commented Brad Eichler and Kenny Gunderman, EVPs and co-heads of Stephens’ Investment Banking Division.  “As a privately-held company without the constraints plaguing competitors, Stephens has not compromised its investment banking services.  In fact, we continue to hire experienced and knowledgeable bankers like Ken.  We are pleased to have him join the firm and expand our consumer banking group.” 
Prior to joining Stephens, Mr. Wasik was a Managing Director with Jefferies & Company, Inc., where he headed up the Consumer Products Team.  Beginning in 2002, he led the Consumer Products Group at Houlihan Lokey Howard & Zukin.  Prior to that, Mr. Wasik was a banker at UBS Warburg.  During his 15-year tenure in the industry, Mr. Wasik has advised a diverse group of U.S. and European branded consumer product companies.  

“I am looking forward to joining a successful and growing consumer and retail industry practice at Stephens.  The company’s track record of consistently providing superior advice and execution to its clients for over 75 years is unparalleled in the industry,” commented Mr. Wasik. “Stephens’ stability, full-service capabilities and emphasis on client relationships set it apart in today’s marketplace.”  

Stephens Inc. is a full service investment banking firm headquartered in Little Rock, Arkansas.  Founded in 1933, the firm serves a broad client base which includes corporations, state and local governments, financial institutions, institutional investors and individual investors throughout the United States and overseas. The firm is a member of the New York Stock Exchange and SIPC. Stephens' services include investment banking, money management, wealth management, securities underwriting, equity research and general securities brokerage and trading.

Today, Stephens maintains offices within Arkansas in Little Rock, Conway, Hot Springs, Fayetteville and Jonesboro, and outside Arkansas in Atlanta, Austin, Baton Rouge, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Columbia, Dallas, Houston, Jackson, Memphis, Miami, Nashville, New Haven, New York City, Oklahoma City, Richmond, St. Petersburg, Washington, D.C. and London.   For more information, please visit www.stephens.com
